CACTUS COUNTRY

South they pass into Sonora as far as Altar, aad
approach almost to the gulf shore, where they are
replaced by the still more majestic sowesa.

The leafless, compact outline of the sahuaro, its
erect habit and indurated surfaces give it a secret
look. Surmounting the crest of one of these
denuded desert ranges, or inarching up nearly
vertical slopes without haste or stooping, or
pushing its way imperturbably toward the sun
from the midst of cat-cla^v and mesquite andpalo-
verde, it has the effect of being forever outside
tfcte community of desert life. Yet such is the
sacculence of its seedlings, that few of them would
sarrive the first two or three seasons without the
shelter of the spiny undergrowth. Once the
recurved spines have spread and stiffened across
the smooth, infolded intervals, the sahuaro is
reasonably safe, even from the hard-mouthed
cattle of the desert ranges. In very dry years,
small rodents will gnaw into the flutings as far
up as they caa creep between the spines* High
up out of reacli of all marauders, the woodpecker
drills his holes in. the pulpy outer mass; but
against these the sahuaro protects itself by sar-
rounding its "wounds with pockets of woody fiber
woven to the shape of the "woodpecker's burrowp,

Indians of that country will often remove these
pocket linings before the filter has hardened, and
make use of them for household containers, or
you may find them kicking about the sand, hard
as oak-knots, long after the sahuaro that ^wove
them has sloughed off its outer layer in decay,
F<Dr the woodpecker never penetrates to the
sahuaro core, enclosed as it is in a tube of woody,
semi-detached ribs which remain standing long
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